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Mission: Update your plan
Guidelines for incorporating EJ from the Governor’s Office 

of Planning and Research (Governor’s OPR, 2020)

1) “reduce the unique or compounded health risks in disadvantaged 
communities by means that include, but are not limited to, the reduction of 
pollution exposure, including the improvement of air quality, and the
promotion of public facilities, food access, safe and sanitary
homes, and physical activity,” 

2) “promote civil engagement in the public decision-making process,” and

3) “prioritize improvements and programs that address the needs of 
disadvantaged communities.” 

Authority for and Scope of General Plans, Cal. Gov. Code, § 65302(h), 1965
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Homework

1) Look up how other communities have addressed health equity 

Cost? Timeline? Responsible party? Metrics to benchmark progress?

2) Discuss and propose General Plan and municipal code updates with your 
community

3) Adopt and implement



plansearch.caes.ucdavis.edu



Required Plan Updates: 3-5 years



Required elements

Land
Use

Circulation Housing Open
Space

Conservation Noise Safety Air
Quality

New!

Environmental 

Justice



EJ hits

Track policy adoption



Borrow from the Best!





Environmental Justice

Unique EJ 

policies

In all CA required 

general plan 

elements

Greater focus on 

vulnerable places

relative to population 

groups in number of 

EJ-related policies
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City of 

Indio

in 

Riverside
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Catherine Brinkley: ckbrinkley@ucdavis.edu

PlanSearch won the 2023 California American Planning 

Association Award for Academic Excellence 


