
Climate Investments
In the San Diego Region



San Diego Foundation
• Place Based Funder

• Assets $1.5B +

• 2023 Grants $130M +

• 50 years old

• Environment Program 
longest standing program

• Climate Initiatives have supported $14M 
in grants



Climate Initiatives

• $14M+ invested in vulnerable 

communities impacted by climate 

change

• 51 climate change research studies 

funded

• 168 climate projects serving San 

Diego communities



Report: San Diego Environmental NGOs





Rooted in Comunidad,
Cultivating Equity

Round 5 Transformative Climate Communities Grant Recipient

$22 Million TCC Funds + $26 Million Matching Funds = $48 Million Total



TCC In the News



New Model for Administering
Climate Grants
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EPA Community Change 
Grant
• July: San Diego 

Foundation selected to 
receive ~$20 M 

• Aug-Dec: EPA Pre-Award 
Certification Process

• With EPA approval, funds 
obligated in early January



RICCE Funding

$22 MM TCC Funds +
~$20 MM EPA Funds + 
~$26 MM Matching Funds
= $68 Million Total



RICCE Partnership

RICCE Project Area TCC Projects EPA Projects



EPA application and pre-award process requires significant resources.

Federal requirements are burdensome for CBOs.

We are learning alongside EPA about these new programs.

Support from consultants/others with longtime government 
experience is key.

Learnings and Challenges from the EPA CCG



Thank You
For more information, please contact:

Christiana DeBenedict
Director, Environmental Initiatives
cdebenedict@sdfoundation.org
(619) 814-1384

SDFoundation.org


